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Controlling the Clock Guarantees Wins 


| know some fans would like the Bears to score 
five touchdowns every week, but I'll take a 19-6 win 
any day, especially over a quality club like the New 
York Jets. 

It is pretty hard to lose a game when your offense 
controls the ball for two-thirds of the contest. This 
is almost unheard of in the NFL but the Bears have 
done it for two consecutive games. Defensive play- 
ers have to love this. Playing defense for only 20 
minutes a week is like a dream come true. If this pat- 
tern keeps up, I'll attempt a comeback. 

THE BEARS TOTALLY dominated the Jets in all 
phases of the game. The only thing the Jets did well 
was shut down Walter Payton’s running but they for- 
got to cover him as a pass receiver and that result- 
ed in a key play which set up a field goal. 

There is an old saying in the NFL that the great 
teams win with defense and the running game. And 
the Bears are the best in the league in both depart- 
ments. As playoff time approaches, the defense is 
rounding into top form so effective on the ground in 
third-and-long situations like the Bears are. The book 
says pass but the Bears have a good enough rush- 
ing attack to try another approach. 

This victory was important for many reasons. Not 
only do the Bears need to get into high gear with the 
playoffs approaching, but they needed to beat a 


quality team. It’s a bonus that they did it on the road. 

THIS YEAR, IT seems like home field is a great- 
er advantage than ever before. Crowds appear to 
be getting louder and louder and it makes it tough 
for the opposing clubs to keep their composure. But 
the Bears couldn’t care less about the noise level 
in a foreign stadium. They were fired up from the 
start of this contest and never let down. When a big 
play was needed, they came through. 

| sure hope this victory makes people forget about 
the loss at Miami a few weeks ago. | stil] can’t be- 
lieve how people overreacted to that defeat. It was 
only one game and it will mean very little once the 
playoffs begin. The Bears are still the best team in 
the NFL and will prove it again next Sunday vs. the 
Lions. 

While it may be wise to rest some of the regulars 
in this game, I’m sufe Mike Ditka wants to keep the 
intensity level as high as it was vs. the Jets. lf you 
recall last year’s finale, the Bears destroyed the 
Lions with Greg Landry at quarterback. The defense 
had a great day and the game turned into a rout. | 
can't think of a better way of preparing for the 
playoffs than that. 

oes Oe ee a 

Doug Buffone’s selections for the 16th week of the 

regular season can be found on page 10 of this issue. 
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OFFENSIVE LINEMEN TOM Thayer (57) and Jim Covert (74) hold off Mark Gastineau as Jim McMahon gets ready 


to throw the ball. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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Bears’ Awesome Defense Grounds the Jets 


By Mark Friedlander 
Editor 

EAST RUTHERFORD, NJ — Unfortunately for the New 
York Jets, the Bears’ defense still hasn't forgotten about 
the 38 points the Miami Dolphins scored against it on Mon- 
day Night Football two weeks ago. 

The Bear defense felt it had a lot to prove in last Satur- 
day’s nationally-televised contest at Giants Stadium. Even 
though Buddy Ryan’s unit led the NFL in least yards and 
least points allowed, it had started to get the reputation 
it could be beaten by a great passer. This game would 
be a good test because the Jets happened to have the 
top-rated quarterback in the league, Ken O’Brien. 

BUT O'BRIEN, A three-year veteran out of Cal-Davis, 
had never played against a defense as dominating as the 
Bears’. He also had never played‘in weather conditions 
which included wind gusts of 28 miles per hour. As a result, 
O’Brien completed just 12 of 26 passes for 122 yards, was 
sacked four times and fumbled twice as the Bears record- 
ed a 19-6 triumph before 74,752 Jet faithful. The power- 
ful Jets’ offense could manage only two field goals during 
the contest and compiled just 159 yards. 

“We were ready for everything and anything today,” 
said LB Mike Singletary. ‘'! think our guys up front just 
came off the ball. We were doing it up front. That’s the 
bottom line. It was nothing fancy. Just playing football.” 

“Week in and week out we’re gonna play Bear football,’ 
added LB Otis Wilson. ‘‘In the past few weeks we had done 
what it takes to win but we weren’t satisfied with that. We 
want to get back to the old Bear defense where we com- 
pletely dominate the opposing offense. That’s what we did 
today.” 

“THE DEFENSE TOOK the game away from them. It 
was outstanding,” said head coach Mike Ditka. Of course, 
Ditka didn’t mind that the weather severely hampered the 
Jets’ potent passing attack. 

“The weather conditions took a lot of things away from 
their football team and probably worked in our favor,”’ Ditka 
said. ‘‘What are you gonna do, throw the ball like a dingo 
all day? You can’t do that in these conditions. We tried 
to play close to the vest and it worked in our favor because 
of the defense.” 

Not only did both clubs’ passing attacks have problems, 
but both teams’ running games weren't exactly earth- 
shattering. The Jets rushed for just 70 yards while the 
Bears compiled 116. Walter Payton's consecutive string 
of 100-yard rushing games ended at nine as he was held 
to only 53 yards on 28 carries, a 1.9 average. 

“THEIR DEFENSE PLAYED pretty darn well against the 
run, especially in the second half when they were using 


DEFENSIVE END DAN Hampton is about to smother New York quarterback Ken O’Brien. (Bear Report photo by Jona- 


than Daniel) ; 


a lot of blitzes,’’ Ditka said. 

According to the so-called experts, the Jets should have 
won this game because they needed the victory to stay 
in the hunt for a playoff spot. One would think the Bears 
were just planning to go through the motions because they 
had already clinched home field advantage in the post- 
season. 

“We always have something to prove,” Ditka said. 


TIGHT END TIM Wrightman scores the only touchdown of the game on a seven-yard pass from Jim McMahon. (Bear 
Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


“Either you're the best manor you're not the best man. 
Pride, that’s what it’s all about. It was a big game for them, 
but it was a big game for us too. This is a young football 
team that doesn’t like to get beat and plays hard.” 

“WE WANT TO FINISH the regular season on a high 
note,” said CB Leslie Frazier. 

“This win will shut up a lot of people all over the na- 
tion,” said WR Willie Gault. ““We just wanted to be at our 
playoff best. That’s what happened.” 

With 10:42 left in the opening quarter, the Bears began 
their first scoring drive. They got possession at their own 
44 when New York TE Mickey Shufer fumbled after catch- 
ing a pass from O’Brien. Shuler dropped the ball as he 
turned upfield and strong safety Dave Duerson recovered 


it. 

QUARTERBACK JIM McMAHON opened the drive with 
a 16-yard pass to Gault. The Bears eventually moved the 
ball down to the New York one-yard line but Payton was 
thrown for a one-yard loss on third down. Kevin Butler 
came in and connected on an 18-yard field goal to make 
it 3-0. Before the day was through, Butler would kick three 
more field goals to establish two Bear records: most field 
goals in one season (28) and most consecutive field goals 
(12). 

Before the first quarter ended, the Jets tied the game 
at three on a 23-yard field goal by Pat Leahy. The Jets’ 
scoring drive covered 54 yards in eight plays and may have 
resulted in a touchdown if it wasn’t for a great play by Duer 
son. On third-and-two at the Bear six, Duerson broke up 
a pass in the end zone intended for RB Johnny Hector. 

“| just read his eyes,’’’ said Duerson. “When his eyes 
got big, | knew the ball was coming and knocked itaway.” 

WITH 1:35 LEFT in the opening quarter, the Bears be- 
gan the only touchdown drive of the: game. The drive near- 
ly ended when a pass. intended for Gault was almost 
intercepted by safety Kirk Springs. In fact, it appeared that 
was the case until the officials ruled the ball had touched 
the ground before Springs caught it. Television replays 
clearly showed it was a clean interception. 

“It looked like he had it,”” said Jets’ head coach Joe 
Walton. 

“It was a good call. The balli’hit the ground,"' said Gault. 

THE DRIVE CONTINUED and culminated in a seven- 
yard scoring strike from McMahon to TE Tim Wrightman 
which made it 10-3. Wrightman: caught the ball ai the three 
and dragged Jet safety Harry Hamilton into the end zone. 

‘| saw Tim was in a man-to-man situation and just did 
a quick out," said McMahon. 
Following a shanked punt by Maury Buford early in the 


Continued Page 14 
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Bears-Jets Official Statistics 


SCORING SUMMARY 
Chicago}Bearsf:cncitc: scticcerios.itre's. cra 3097 3) 6 
NOWIYORKWIGIS:.. doco tecomswenmrureyammrays $030 — 

Chicago, 1, FG, Butler, 18-yds. (54-9) 
New York, 1, FG, Leahy, 23-yds. (54-8) , 
Chicago, 2, Wrightman, 7-yd. pass from McMahon (80-12), Butler kick 
New York, 3, FG, Leahy, 55-yds. (0-3) 
Chicago, 3, FG, Butler, 31-yds. (66-5) 
Chicago, 4, FG, Butler, 37-yds. (25-5) 
Chicago, 4, FG, Butler, 21-yds. (17-4) 
Weather: Sunny; temperature: 35 degrees; wind and direction: NW 19-28 
mph 
Attendance 74,752; tickets distributed 76,891; unused 2,139; time 3:07 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Bears Jets 
TOTAU FIRSTDOWNS); . Sean seccas «cence 20 11 
By RUSHING iets ce eae eee tiaesfewielninielensts -9 5 
BYiPassingre toner ercee.-l-- suse rs 8 5 
By) Penalt\4 Sere asc chey sotancoticominen > 3 1 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ................ 5-17 2-12 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY .............. 0-1 ,0-1 
TOTALINET. YARDS: tec ssaieh ee tence ona 319 159 
Total Off. Plays 
(Inc. times passing) ..... bin, ema sastaes 76 53 
Av. Gain per Off. Play ..................5 4.2 3.0 
NET YARDS RUSHING ...................- 116 70 
Total Rushing Plays ................000s 40 23 
Av. Gain Per Rush. Play.................. 2.9 3.0 
NET YARDS PASSING ..........-........- 203 89 
Times Thrown — 
N.ds}: EostvAtts:10} PasSiareece sss: 3 ss ete 5-12 4-33 
Gross Yds. Passing.................... 215 122 
PASS ATT. — COMP. — 
HAD INTERCERTED 2 e. eastern erta 31-15-1 26-12-0 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play 
(Inc. times thrown passing). ............. 5.6 2.3 
PUNTS — NO. AND AV. ...............224. 736.1 6-36.8 
FlatllBlocked ire s.cntite oosre caters as te 0 0 
TOTAL RET. YARDAGE ....:.............. 36 108 
No. and Yds. Punt Ret. .................. 3-25 2-17 
No. and Yds. KO Returns................. 1-11 4-91 
No, and Yds. Interc. Ret.................. 0-0 10 
PENALTIES — NO. AND YDS............... 5-46 5-45 
FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST............... 10 3-3 
TOUCHDOWNS 2): peas emacs nscas oer 1 0 
Rushing, so: 5.o- eee. Gates oleate 0 0 
Passingic camer. «cnc aa eee 1 0 
Retums: a\.5;ccecet nde oc aisnataetnanemons 0 0 
EXTRA POINTS MADE — ATT. ............. 1-1 0-0 
“JEGIMADERSATT. crane caateenemiey ase 4-4 2-2 
TIME OF POSSESSION..........-.....-.45 39:36 20:24 


FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


Chicago Bears 
Net Long. 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
Payton’. 3s 5. gers csteieltastens 287 53> 9° 9 0 
Suheyoo.2 eae eer ae en 7 23, °—«3 Sy 7 0 
Gent) .e acs ee eee me 225d 0 
McMahon) 2) itu oersctas coun 3 18 60 16 0 


It’s Easy to Compare Dealers 


(800) 421-0031 


86 Bluebird PT 38’ 8V92T 
85 Bluebird PT 40’ 5,000 miles 
85 Bluebird FC 35’ 250 Cat. Dsl., $169,000 
83 Bluebird PT 40 $175,500 
86 Beaver 36’ Island Bed $95,500 
85 Vogue 35’ Island Bed $79,500 
85 Revcon 33’ Double Bed $79,500 
82 Bluebird PT 40’ $155,900 
86 Crown Royal 36’ Dsl. $119,000 
77 GMC 26’ Eleganza II $29,500 
86 Barth 34’ Pusher All Dsl. $129,000 
86 Barth 32’ Twin Beds $84,500 
86 Barth 28’ Rear Bath $63,500 


Over 30 Motor Homes in Stock. Dealer for: 
Barth, Itasca, Blue Bird, Monaco Crown Royal 


Buddy Gregg Motor Homes 


New & Used Coaches/Sales & Service 
8000 Warden Road, North Little Rock, Arkansas 72116 
After hours: Lynn Roetzel — Home (501) 982-891 9; 
Buddy Gregg — Home (501) 771-1926 or 800-421-0031 


TKD 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. TD 
McMahon....... 31 te 021s oie ed 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. 
Weightman certene-ckiac sec erenaeee 4 37 
Gaultereate xa teen octet 3 46 
Moorehead itt eh tee Pin aks 2 17 
McKinnon ssf etereee neee-.acas rea ek. 27 
PAVONE atta Notable peinarn ered 1 65 
Géntry:za7 ABS >. toeeges or Eee 1 7 
SUC Vrs on veh: 3 2ae eee Mts 1 16 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. 
None 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg, TB 
Bifofd iis isctstete > aes 7 (258)| 3634 1 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds 
OHEGON cow ces) Perermres ene 3 0 25 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. 
Gentryite Sate seem ona mare 1 11 
Own Opp. 
FUMBLES Fum. Rec. Yds. Rec. 
McMahon............. 1 0 0 0 
Duerson ts 5. s>i.<+-1tee 0 0 0 1 
RetiVerscetataeeetiacs 0 0 0 1 
Wilsont fees. coe 0 0 0 1 
New York Jets 
Net 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg 
MCNeWeiases ss csscahena ate: Ose TRS 2 
Heclotdsoy o>: eeu: - 2 5 2.5 
Paige tice rare vu’. <teleeteteaes «2.018 1 2: 2.0 
TKD 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yds. 1D 
O'Brien. ........ 26 12) 122) 4/33" 40 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. 
MONG il ait tsiritorinece v0 0 Bh encseas 3 42 
TOOK tae ae ors ere es eee Le ee 3 20 
Shuler: 45.-s.0oetedPar eee aie 3 29 
Walken=. ttt. an vette ases see 1 11 
Klevelg=, sta vcs cote ee sonsiknes 1 11 
HeCtotics = times. nc nx ort tos). cess > 1 9 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. 
Glenn... ndecteceetcraaseae clogs 1 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB 
Jennings .............. Gy 2218 36:8) 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. 
SOMA enc eres es 2 1 17 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds 
Kleven to in kerb ck a Se 1 3 
Hectares tis: cree. sates en ecu e 2 59 
Humphteyse 3... ¢ cca eee 1 29 
Own 
FUMBLES Fum. Rec. 
SHULER eek ccna. eee eee 1 0 
O'Brien’. eves scat eoeee eases 2 0 
DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
(Unofficial) 
Bears 
T A SK CYL. it 
Frazier. 2. 06 1 1 0 0 0 
Duerson ........ 3 2 0 0 0 
Richardson...... 1 1 0 0 0 
Fencik.......... 6 0 0 0 0 
Phillips ......... 1 0 0 0 0 
Singletary....... 6 2 0 0 0 
Morrissey ....... 2 0 0 0 0 
Wilson ......... 5 0 1 7 0 
Marshall ........ 4 0 0 0 0 
Pefty. oc .cse.. 2 0 0 0 0 
Wrightman ...... 2 0 0 0 0 
Denitiar: Seas woe 4 0 2 16 0 
Hampton ....... 2 0 1 10 0 
Rivera.......... 0 1 0 0 0 
Hilgenberg ...... 1 0 0 0 0 
McMichael ...... 2 0 0 0 0 


Forced Fumbles: Dent 2 
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TIGHT END EMERY Moorehead caught two passes for 17 
yards vs. the Jets. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
| 


Jets 

T A SK YL tnt. POD FR 
Springs......... 2 2 0 0 0 1 0 
VIBE seme ste 5 ont 2 ne ie: 0 
Howard......... 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
ey i Sear 3 10 0 0 0 1 0 
Glenn .......... 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 
Hamilton........ 4 1 0 0 0 1 0 
Cradles. ecceas 7 3 1 1 0 0 0 
C. Jackson... . Bh ld 0 0 0 0 0 
Mehl acc 44 4 0 0 0 0 0 
Cliitendt ¢scea mw 3 0 0 0 0 0 
Klecko ......... 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Bennett......... 4 0 1 2 0 0 0 
Griggs.......... i 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Humphrey ...... j 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Miano.......... 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Monger......... 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
LYONS ah. oe ork 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Baldwin ........ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Gastineau....... 2 2 1 7 0 0 0 
Sweeney........ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Bingham........ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
McElroy ........ 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 


Forced Fumbles: Gastineau 1 


Road Headquarters 


The Bears will arrive in the Detroit area next Saturday 
afternoon and will be headquartered at the Northfield Hil- 
ton in Troy. The team is not planning to hold a workout 
while in Detroit. 


Bears vs. Wild Card 


The Bears will open the playoffs at Soldier Fieid on either 
Jan. 4 or Jan. 5 and will face the winner of the NFC Wild 
Card Game. With one week left in the regular season, the 
three possible candidates for the Wild Card game are San 
Francisco, Washington and the N.Y. Giants. 


Back Issues Available 


Back issues of all 1985 editions of the BEAR REPORT 
are still available. Each individual copy is $2.00. To order 
@ particular issue (or issues), please send a check or 
money order in the proper amount to: BEAR REPORT 
BACK ISSUES, 1271 W. Dundee Rd., 89, Buffalo Grove, 
IL 60089. 
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Reasons Endless For the First Loss 


Now that the Chicago Art Institute has put Bear helmets 
on its statues of lions, it’s time to ask whether the Bears’ 
fans are peaking too early. 

Never mind the Bears. They know December from Janu- 
ary. They also know the difference between winning and 
losing. Often, those opposites are closer than December 
and January. 

THERE’S AN OLD coaches’ saying that a team is never 
as good as it looks in victory and never as bad as it looks 
in defeat. Until the Bears lost, we didn’t get to see their 
blemishes because they covered them up with smarter 
play or stronger play in other areas. 

When they-did lose under the moon at Miami, it didn’t 
pull the mask off a grotesquely scarred team, as their more 
hysterical fans feared. It simply shed brighter light on blem- 
ishes that were there all along. 

“We just didn’t play well and we lost,’’ Willie Gault said 
in perfect summation. That happens to good teams every 
week. It might happen again to the Bears. They'll still be 
a very good team. 

A LOT OF OTHER reasons were offered for the end of 
the dynasty that hasn’t begun. “‘Didn’t play well” just 
doesn’t cut it. Too boring. After winning 12 straight games 
in a spectacular start, people thought a team ought to be 
able to come up with a spectacular reason for losing. 

Did the players have too many outside interests? If they 
did, coach Mike Ditka said, it was because the fans were 
throwing too much attention and cold cash at their feet 
to resist. But they didn’t, he said. He was right. 

It was going too far, certainly, for 10 players to cut a 
record called ‘‘Super Bowl Shuffle.’’ Mike Singletary knew 
it as he dressed for the album-cover photo session. He 
left with the facial misgivings of a kid on the way to the 
principal’s office. But does anybody really think the Bears 
played poorly at Miami because their minds were cluttered 
with treble clefs and half notes? 

HOW ABOUT THE heat? Yes, it was hot in Miami. But 
Dan Marino was hotter. The Bears could have done some- 
thing about him. 

Too much pressure? That was another explanation. But 


LINEBACKER MIKE SINGLETARY tries to get the angle on New York running back 
Freeman MeNeil. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


can a team that records a Super Bowl song in November 
be wilting from pressure? 

People kept asking Ditka if the players were overconfi- 
dent at Miami. He kept saying no. He said everybody 
seemed to be putting business first. Players agreed. 

THERE MIGHT BE something to the overconfident an- 
gle. Quarterback Steve Fuller noticed a subtle need for 
improvement in practice habits. Several players missed 
key assignments. ‘‘We'll be better prepared next time,” 


guard Mark Bortz said. ‘‘In that sense, maybe we did learn 
something.” 

If concentration was lacking at Miami, though, it had less 
to do with big heads than with cold feet. Ditka called an 
indoor practice facility a ‘‘No. 1 priority” for the Bears. ‘| 
think there’s nothing else more important. Because when 
you need it is the time when you’re making the run to get 
in the playoffs and you're in the playoffs, and it becomes 
vital.” 

The Bears are the only cold-weather team in the NFC 
Central Division without their own indoor facility. President 
Michael McCaskey says it’s too expensive, at $1 million. 
He's hoping to find either an existing building they could 
convert or a partner with similar needs, such as the Sting 
or a company involved in physical rehabilitation. 

BUT ANOTHER WAY to look at it is they saved about 


AMERICA’S TEAM...AND YOU. 


and bottom 
* Durable double-stitching 
* Heavy-duty nveted snaps 


on tackle twill letters on back. 
Made by Chalk Line Inc., one of 


ers. 
Totally machine washable. 
We sell all 28 NFL team jackets 


Adult #S 4M #b 


Youth 46-8 #10-12 


PRICE 


TOTAL |s 


AMERICAN-MADE QUALITY FOR 


+ 100% Dupont nylon satin in Bears 
Na’ 


* Extra-thick navy quilted nylon lining 
+ Orange and navy knit collar, cuffs 
band 


The team patch on the front with sewn Yiouth $69.95 


America’s Premier Jacket manufactur- 


Please send the following jacket sizes. 


#14-16 


TOTAL 


Shipping & Handling | $3.25 


Mail to Parker Distributing, 547 West 9460)Gouth, Sandy, Utah 84070 


half a million in salaries by keeping rookies instead of sign- 
ing Todd Bell and Al Harris this year. Besides, what's the 
value of competitive parity? The team can’t prepare 
properly on slippery footing outdoors. Soggy grass is also 
bad on leg muscles. It may have contributed to Dennis 
McKinnon’s pulled hamstring at Miami. The footing is bet- 
ter_at Morton East High School in Cicero, but that takes 
2% hours of commuting time and has a surface that’s too 
hard for many players’ knees. 

These are little things, details. Now we’re getting 
somewhere. 

The Bears lost their first game because of a lot of little 
things. “Blocking assignments, pass routes, that kind of 
thing,”’ fullback Matt Suhey said. 

BORR-RING. THIS IS boring, too: the difference be- 
tween the NFL’s best team and its worst is probably about 
five percent efficiency. And the best players don’t win un- 
less they do what they’re supposed to do. 

“Little things are what beat you,” defensive coordina- 
tor Buddy Ryan said. ‘‘All it takes is a couple people who 
aren’t doing their jobs, and it looks like the whole world’s 


_Caving in on you. The thing about it is, if you stay in foot- 


ball long enough, it'll happen to you again.” 

Four third-and-long plays in the first half accounted for 
130 of Dan Marino’s 194 passing yards in the half and kept 
three touchdown drives alive. On three of them, Marino 
might have been sacked if Richard Dent, Steve McMichael 
and Otis Wilson had followed assignments to keep Mari- 
no from leaving the pocket on rollouts. 

ON PASS RUSHES, someone always is responsible for 
containment, which means guarding the quarterback’s es- 
cape route to the sideline. It's a passive job. The contain- 
ment man can’t go after the quarterback, but he can get 
a sack if the quarterback is chased into him. In Miami, the 
containment men went for the quarterback, giving him 
room to escape. 

“We have to have everyone doing their own jobs,”” Ryan 
said. ‘‘Not trying to do more than they have to do because 
it’s Monday night football.” 
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Reasons Endless 


Continued From Page 5 


It's always more fun to attribute an upset to a tactical 
masterstroke than to basic execution. Miami's rollout pass- 
es were excellent strategy, but Ryan used defenses that 
could have stopped them. The Bear defense wasn’t out- 
coached so much as it was outplayed. 

ON OFFENSE, A problem at Miami and all season was 
wasted opportunities. For two weeks in training camp, the 
Bears worked on little else but scoring from inside an op- 
ponent's 20-yard line. Through the Miami game, the Bears’ 
touchdown rate inside the 20 was worse than last year's 
— 51.9 percent to 53.7 percent — and less than the league 
average. The best teams clear 60 percent. Miami is one 
of them. 

“It’s a problem we're aware of,’ Fuller said after the 
Miami game. ‘‘One we're working very hard on. We spent 
almost a whole day on it last week. We have good plays 
down there, but we haven't been able to carry them out.” 
More small mistakes. 

Kicking teams are details in themselves, Regulars rarely 
play on them. But three of Miami’s touchdowns were set 


up by a long kickoff return, a blocked punt and a lob kick- 
off that misfired so badly, it looked like an onside kick. 

DITKA, WHO COACHED kicking teams for most of his 
nine years on Dallas’ staff, made upgrading the units a 
high priority this year. They’re a little better. Their kickoff 
return average, the biggest improvement, has gone from 
18 yards last year to 25. On the other hand, kickoff cover- 
age remains a problem and opponents’ punt returns are 
up from a six-yard average to nine yards. - 

The Bears’ kicking teams are above average but not 
spectacular. They have declined in recent weeks. Prac- 
ticing on soggy fields and in a high school gym, it’s hard 
to expect anything else. 

Coaches have another old saying. They don’t have 
many new ones. This one goes: Offense sells tickets, 
defense wins games and kicking teams win champi- 
onships. 

PLAYOFF OPPONENTS will look hard for the little 
things they can exploit against the Bears. They'll find kick 
coverage, for one. 

On offense, they'll find the passing game, especially in- 
side the 20. The Bears threw the same number of passes 
in their first six games and in their next seven, after Jim 
McMahon first injured his shoulder. Nearly all passing 


statistics were down — touchdowns from 11 to 4, com- . 
pletion percentage from .631 to .489, for example. The 
bottom line, average gain per pass play, was down from 
7.7 yards to 5.5. 

When the Bears have passed well, it has been because 
they haven’t had to pass. Their first-cown success has kept 
them out of must-pass downs, and their general success 
has kept them out of must-pass fourth quarters. They'll 
have to keep doing that in the playoffs. 


“WE'RE BEST WHEN we're mixing things up,” Fuller 
said. ‘‘Our strength isn’t just dropping back and passing.” 

Against the Bear defense, opponents will try fo exploit 
its strength — its aggressiveness — by encouraging fool- 
ish aggressiveness. Miami and Tampa Bay did it with rol- 
lout passes. Washington did it with cutback runs. 

Those three teams scored 69 points in five quarters. 
That was 44 percent of the Bears’ defensive yieid in less 
than 10 percent of the season. 

“It won't happen again,” Singletary said. “We kept (San 
Francisco's mobile quarterback Joe) Montana in the pock- 
et. If guys put their total minds on what they’re doing, make 
sacrifices for team play, we can do that all the time. We 
should be peaking right as we go into the playoffs.” 


Dent Shows Off His Pro Bowl Form 


By Mark Friedlander 
Editor 

EAST RUTHERFORD, NJ — A few weeks ago, 
defensive end Richard Dent was not a happy man. 

Actually, his unhappiness began last summer 
when he couldn’t come to terms with the Bears over 
a new contract. He was a holdout at the beginning 
of training camp but eventually returned with the un- 
derstanding the Bears would be willing to negotiate 
as the season progressed. 

BUT THE NEGOTIATION process seemed to take 
its toll on Dent's performances in the first few games 
and defensive coordinator Buddy Ryan blasted him. 
“| thought Dent was still holding out,’ Ryan told 
reporters a few weeks into the season. 

Dent, however, eventually got his mind back on 
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the game and started to play like he did last year, 
when he led the NFC in sacks with 17¥2. His perfor- 
mance against the Jets in last Saturday’s 19-6 Bear 
victory probably assured himself of his second con- 
secutive Pro Bowl start. He sacked New York quar- 
terback Ken O’Brien twice and forced him to fumble 
each time. He also came up with some key tackles 
on running plays. 

“After a few plays, when you get the feel of your 
guy and their offense, you know what you’re going 
to be able to do or not do,’’ said Dent, who now has 
15 sacks. “I had a feeling right away we could shut 
them down.” 

NOT ONLY DOES Dent hope this performance 
puts him in the Pro Bowl, but he said he is wishful 
his contract situation will be settled before too long. 
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DAVE DUERSON and Richard Dent celebrate after Dent sacks New York quarterback Ken O’Brien. (Bear Report photo 


by Jonathan Daniel) 


“I just made them an offer,” he said. “I don’t know 
if they'll take it. Hopefully, we can settle it before the 
playoffs.” 

Remember when Mike Ditka couldn't decide 
which placekicker to keep? When he eventually 
chose rookie Kevin Butler over veteran Bob Thomas, 
he didn’t give any specific reasons why he did it. He 
just said he felt it was the right decision. Butler has 
made that decision look pretty good. 

HE KICKED FOUR goals against the Jets and now 
has connected on 12 straight, surpassing Thomas’ 
record of 11 which was set last year. For the year, 
Butler has hit 28 field goals, also a Bear record. The 
previous mark of 25 was held by Mac Percival. 

“tt’s fun to set records like that but it is just a 
reflection of the offense,” Butler said after the game. 

Even though Butler's longest field goal vs. the Jets 
was only 37 yards, he said every kick was a 
challenge in this game because of the stiff wind, 
which included gusts of 28 miles per hour. 

“*THERE’S NOTHING YOU can do in that situa- 
tion but kick it direct and deliberate,” he said. His 
31-yard field goal in the third quarter appeared to 
stop in mid-air just as it passed the crossbar. 

Punter Maury Buford also had problems with the 
wind. When he tried to compensate for it, he 
shanked two punts. 

“You can’t let it bother you because you won't be 
worth a flip no matter what you do,” he said. When 
asked if this was the toughest weather he has ever 
had to punt in, Buford said, ‘‘Conditions have been 
better. I'll put it that way. Nobody ever said it was 
going to be easy all the time. This is just part of the 
game.” 


Post-Season Dates 


Sunday, Dec. 29 ._.. .AFC & NFC Wild Card Games 


Sat oe, Fics ea _.-AFC .& NFC Divisional Playoffs 
SUI nA aes). a Oe AFC & NFC Divisional Playoffs 
Sun., Jan.12..... AFG & NFC Championship Games 
Sun., Jan. 26....,...SB XX at Louisiana Superdome 
Sun:, Febe2! *.... .AFC-NFC Pro Bowl, Honolulu, HI 


League Statistics 


After 14 weeks of regular season play, the Bears’ defense 
ranked first in the NFL in least yards allowed and least points 
scored. The unit ranked first vs. the rush and third'vs, the pass 

On offense, the Bears ranked fifth in total yardage and second 
in points scored, The unit led the league in rushing and ranked 
19th passing. 

In individual categories RB Walter Payton ranked second in 
the NFC in rushing with 1,417 yards and he led the-conference 
in total yards from ‘scrimmage with 1,780. QB Jim McMahon 
tanked second in passing with a 85.8. rating, Kevin Butler ranked 
second in scoring with 178 points. 

CB Leslie Frazier was tied for second in interceptions with six 
Willie Gault ranked second in kickoff returns with a 27.6 aver- 
age. DE Richard Dent was tied for third in sacks with 13. Maury 
Buford ranked fifth in punting with a 43.0 average. 
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Madden Is In Love With the Bears 


“The Bears will win the Super Bowl.” 

That was the prediction of CBS-TV football analyst John 
Madden following the Bears’ 19-6 win over the New York 
Jets at the Meadowlands last Saturday. 

Madden’s candid opinion is significant for several rea- 
sons. He coached the Raiders to a Super Bow! title, so 
he knows what it takes to get the job done. Madden’s Raid- 
ers were Similar to the 1985 Bears, mean on defense and 
innovative on offense. He obviously is reliving those glory 
years in Oakland through the Bears’ success. 

ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT POINT about Madden's opin- 
ion is that the other network superstars, especially those 
in the blue blazers at ABC-TV, have not seen the Bears 


through Madden’s eyes. Even at 14-1, the O.J.’s and Joe 
Willie’s of the world find enough flaws in the Bears to cast 
doubt upon their Super Bowl aspirations. 

Prior to the Bears-Jets kickoff, Madden cut through all 
the baloney and took a stand. He said, ‘‘! think the Bears 
are the best team in the NFL, and | think they’re going 
all the way.”’ Then he sliced through all the nonsense of 
the other networks and said, “‘Great teams don’t need a 
reason to win. ... They win because they’re better than 
the other guys.” 

He was referring to the pre-game hype that went some- 
thing like this: The Bears have clinched the division and 
home field playoff advantage; they have nothing to play 
for; on the other hand, the Jets need this win badly to stay 
alive in the AFC East title picture; so look for the Jets to 
be up for this game while the Bears stay flat. 

MADDEN’S PREFERENCE FOR the Bears has roots 
in his own background. He loves ‘down and dirty” teams, 
the kind who bang heads with opponents, roll around in 
the mud and display somebody else’s blood on their-pants. 
Madden would have been great in Pittsburgh. The Bears 
are Madden’s type of team, especially the defensive unit. 
He relished the devastating performance by Richard Dent, 
who made life miserable for Jets’ quarterback Ken 
O’Brien. Madden doesn’t count the points, he counts the 
bruises. 

On NBC-TV, following the Bears’ win over the Jets, three 
other ex-NFL coaches were being asked how they would 
try to beat the Bears and prove Madden wrong. George 
Allen said, ““You’ve gotta be more physical with them on 
both offense and defense. Teams haven’t been doing 
that.’ Ex-Cleveland Browns’ coach Sam Rutigliano used 
one word to describe his approach. . . patience. Former 
New York Giants’ coach Allie Sherman got into strategy 
in his response. ‘I'd run enough to offset the blitz and let 
them know that I’m not going to throw the ball all day. 
That’s what they,want you to do. They tee off on the quar- 
terback, so you've got to try to keep them honest,”’ he said. 

When asked who could beat the Bears in the playoffs, 
Allen and Sherman said the San Francisco 49ers. 
Rutigliano stuck with Miami. 

BUT MADDEN MADE an interesting point during the 
Bears-Jets telecast. He felt this game was a major test 
for the Bears. If they came out flat and uninspired, he rea- 
soned, they’d get beat early in the playoffs. They passed 
his test with flying colors. 

In the last two weeks, in games played in cold weather, 
the Bears have won with the rush and with their rushing 
defense. They allowed only one touchdown in the two 
games. The offense maintained ball control and consumed 
the clock by staying on the ground. That is a preview of 
what to expect in the playoffs at Soldier Field. 

Their only loss came in the heat of Miami. Larry Cson- 
ka thought the Bears looked exhausted because of the 
heat, especially in the trenches. Heat will be the least of 
their problems in the playoffs, so there’s no need to worry. 

WHAT MADDEN SEEMED to be saying was that the 
only team capable of stopping the Bears was the Bears 
themselves. He was pointing to attitude. The talent is there 
in his mind, but it’s in the mind of each Bear player that 
the real battle takes place. 

If this team simply tends to business, they'll be no stop- 
ping them. But they can beat themselves. It happens ev- 
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DEFENDERS GARY FENCIK (45), Mike Singletary (50) and Wilber Marshall gang up on New York running.back Free- 


man McNeil. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


ery week in the NFL, except to the great teams. That gets 
back to Madden's original premise. The great teams win, 
despite all the angles raised by writers and broadcasters, 
because they are simply better than the other teams. They 
pay no attention to theories, or statistics or odds. 
Madden is a realist, and sort of an amateur psycholo- 
gist. He knows what goes on in a player’s mind. He knows 
that football is as much a mental battle as it is physical, 
maybe more so. He respects the teams that don’t listen 
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t 
to hype and just go out and play. 

So the Bears don’t need a reason to win and they don't 
have to explain how or why they win. They just win. For 
Madden, that’s enough. 

Madden isn't a fancy guy. He’s fat, ugly and hates air- 
planes. The guy travels by bus and train. He wouldn't knew 
caviar if he saw it, and Gucci would probably remind him 
of a linebacker who played in Detroit. But he knows a great 
football team when he sees one. He sees one in Chicago. 
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Chicago Bears vs. Detroit Lions 


Chicago Bears’ 
Numerical Roster 


No, Player Pos. Ht. Wt Age Yr. College 
4 Steve Fuller OB 64 195 = 28 7 Clemson 
§ Kevin Butler .. K 6-1 20423 R Georgia 
8 Maury Buford... P 6-0 191 25 4 Texas Tech 
9 Jim McMahon 08 6-1 190 25 4 BYU 
18 Mike Tomezak GB 6-1 195 22 R_ Ohio St. 
21 Leslie Frazier cs 60 187 0-6 5 Alcorn St. 
22 Dave Duerson $ 61 2034 3 Notre Dame 
23 Shaun Gayle cB 5-11 193-3 2 Ohio St. 
26 Matt Suhey FB 511 216 «9-27 6 Penn St. 
27 Mike Richardson : CB 6-0 188 = 24 3 Arizona St 
29 Dennis Gentry RB 56 181-6 4 Baylor 
31 Thomas Sanders RB 511-203 3 R Texas A&M 
31 Ken Taylor cB 64 185 21 R Oregon St 
33 Calvin Thomas FB Sit) 2459 125 4 Iilinois 
34 Walter Payton RB 510 22 31 11 Jackson St 
45 Gary Fencik $ 61 196 31 10 Yale 
48 Reagie Phillips DB 510 170 24 RS. Methodist 
50 Mike Singletary LB 60 228 «26 5 Baylor 
51 Jim Morrissey LB 6-3 215. 22 R_ Michigan St 
52 Cliff Thrift - LB 6-1 230 «29 7 E.C. Oklahoma 
55 Otis Wilson 8 C2 esa 27, 6 Louisville 
57 Tom Thayer GC 64 21 23 R_ Notre Dame 
58 Wilber Marshall 8 61 225° 23 2. Florida 
53 Ron Rivera LB 63 2993 2 California 
60 Tom Andrews OL 64 267 4 2 Louisville 
62 Mark Bortz G 66 2690s 4 3 lowa 

Jay Hilgenberg Cc 63 6258 = _6 5 lowa 
70 Henry Waechter ...0T 65 2756 4 Nebraska 
71 Andy Frederick... ... T 66 265 9 New Mexico 
72 William Perry = OT 62 32522 R_ Clemson 
73 Mike Hartenstine . ..DE 63 264 32 11 Pennsylvania St 
74 Jim Covert ..... ¥F 64 Sie 3 Pittsburgh 
75 Stefan Humphries . G 63 263.— 3 2 Michigan 
76 ‘Steve McMichael DT 62 2607 6 Texas 
78 Keith Van Horne T 66 280° (7 5 USC 
80 Tim Wrightman.. TE 63 270 5 R UCLA 
82 Ken Margerum % .WR 60 180 «26 4 Stanford 
83 Willie Gault . WR 60 178 24 3 Tennessee 
85 Dennis McKinnon . . WR 61 18 623 3 Florida St. 
86 Brad Anderson........,....WR 62 198 89-4 2 Arizona 
87 Emery Moorehead ..........TE 62 220 31 9 Colorado 
89 Keith Ortego WR 6-0 180 22: R McNeese St. 
95 Richard Dent .DE 65 2634 3 Tennessee St. 
98 Tyrone Keys.......... DE 67 a? 3 Mississippi St. 
99 Dan Hampton..............0T - 65 267. 27 7 Arkansas 

COACHING STAFF 


HEAD COACH: Mike Ditka 
ASSISTANTS: Jim Dooley, Dale Haupt, Ed Hughes, Steve Kazor, Jim LaRue, Ted Plumb, Johnny Roland, 
Buddy Ryan, Dick Stanfel. 


P Mike Black 


LB Ken Fantetti 


Sunday, December 22 
Pontiac Silverdome 


Pontiac, Michigan 


12 Noon CST 


WIDE RECEIVER MARK NICHOLS 


Special to the BEAR REPORT 

PONTIAC, Ml — Even though the Detroit Lions 
have been eliminated from the playoff race, first-year 
head coach Darryl Rogers deserves a lot of credit 
for leading this team out of mediocrity. 

Under the rein of Monte Clark, the Lions had be- 
come a doormat for many other teams in the league. 
Opponents would laugh when they saw the Lions 
pop up on their schedule. But no one was laughing 
this year. Especially the 49ers, Cowboys and Dol- 
phins. All three of those teams lost to Detroit at the 
Silverdome. 

ACTUALLY, THE SILVERDOME had been like a 
magic tonic for the Lions until last Sunday. Detroit 
had won all six of its games under the big top but 
had gone just 1-7 on the road. Yet, despite those 
poor performances away from home, the Lions still 
had a chance to sneak into the playoffs as Wild Card 
entry. But the Green Bay Packers snuffed those 
dreams with a 26-23 victory last Sunday. 

At one point of this game, the Lions led 14-0, but 
the Packers slowly fought back and eventually took 
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DE William Gay 


CB Brace McNorton 


Detroit Lions’ 
Numerical Roster 


. Name Pos, Ht. Wt = Age «Yr. College 
Ed Murtay K 510 175 2 6 Tulane 
Mike Black P 6-2 197 862% 09S Arizona St 
Joe Ferguson {| QB 6-1 19 35 13 Arkansas 
Etic Hippie QB 6-2 198 28 «66 ~— «Utah State 
Demetrious Johnson S 511 190 4 3 Missouri 
Alvin Moore RB 60 194 6 3 zona State 
William Frizzell $ 63 198 23. «2 ~—s No Carolina St 
Bobby Watkins C8 510 184 2 4 SW. Texas-St 
Bruce McNorton yp B 511 175 26 4 Georgetown Col 
) James Jones > FB 62 229° «24 «= 3 oni 
Rick Kane RB-FB 8660 200 31 9 San Jose St 
William Graham s 5194 2 4 ~ Texas 
AJ. Jones RB o 215 & 4 Texas 
Alvin Hall Ps S 5-10 184 27, =5 ~— Miami (Ohio) 
Mike Meade 4 FB 544 227-25. 4 ~~ Penn State 
Leonard Thompson WR &11 192 tt Oklahoma St 
John Bostic cB 540 178 23 &  Beth-Cookman 
August Curley LB &3 226 425 8 §. California 
Steve Mott Cc 6-3 26 «24 «=69—S Alabama 
Roosevelt Barnes OLB 62 2280 27S 4S Purdue 
Jimmy Williams. OLB 63 230 4 4 Nebraska 
Tom Turnure Cs BS Bae 2 5 Washington 
Curtis Green DE 63 256 #428 5 Alabama’St 
Martin Moss DE 64 255 a6 64 «(UCLA 
65 Mark Stevenson GC 63 285 29° «1 ~—_ Western Iitinoés 
66 Leon Evans DE 6-5 22 «24 Miami Florida 
67 Don Greco G 63 265 26 4 Wz. illinois 
68 Steve Baack NT-DE 64 265 25 2 Oregon 
70 Keith Dorney T 6-5 270 «8627 )~=6 7 ~~ Penn State 
71 Rich Strenger T &7 276. 2 2 Michigan 
72 Chris Dietrich GT 63 260 27 6& N. Garo. St 
75 Lomas Brown T 6-4 282 «22—CORR_Ss*Plorida, 
79 William Gay DE 65 2600 «3008 SS California 
80 Car! Bland WR 5-11 182 24 2 VA Union 
81 Reese McCall TE 66 245 29 «8 =~ Auburn 
82 Pete Mandiey WR-KR 510 = 191 24 2 WN. Arizona 
84 Rob Rubick TE 63 234 25 4 Grand Valley St 
86 Mark Nichols WA 62 208 2 § SanJoseSt 
87 Oavd Lewis TE 63 235 24 2 Gabilornia 
92 Angelo King OlB 8° 610222 FS «5S. Carolina State 
96 June James OLB-ILE 61 218 22 RA Texas 
97 Dan Bunz ILB-OLB 6-4 25 30 7 C.St-Lg, Beach 
98 Vernon Maxwelt OLB 6-2 235 «2-24 03S Arizona St 


COACHING STAFF 
Head Coach: Darryl Rogers 
Assistant Coaches: Bob Baker, Wayne Fontes, Carl Battershell, Paul Lanham, Bill Muir. Mike Murphy, 
Rex Norris, Willie Shaw, ivy Williams 


WR Leonard Thompson 


DETROIT NOSE TACKLE Doug English pe in on an opposing quarterback. (Photo 


courtesy of the Detroit Lions) 


™ 


i 


of the Detroit Lions) 


Chicago vs. Detroit Lineups 


Bears’ Offense 


83 Willie Gault, 82 Ken Margerum 
74 Jim Covert, 71 Andy Frederick 
62 Mark Bortz,"57 Tom Thayer 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 60 Tom Andrews 
57 Tom Thayer, 75 Stefan Humphries 
78 Keith Van Horne, 71 Andy Frederick 
87 Emery Moorehead, 80 Tim Wrightman 
34 Walter Payton, 29 Dennis Gentry 
26 Matt Suhey, 33 Calvin Thomas 
9 Jim McMahon, 4 Steve Fuller 
85 Dennis McKinnon, 86 Brad Anderson 


Bears’ Defense 


99 Dan Hampton, 73 Mike Hartenstine 
76 Steve McMichael, 72 William Perry 
72 William Perry, 99 Dan Hampton 

95 Richard Dent, 98 Tyrone Keys 

55 Otis Wilson, 51 Jim Morrissey 

50 Mike Singletary, 59 Ron Rivera 

58 Wilber Marshall, 59 Ron Rivera 

22 Dave Duerson, 23 Shaun Gayle 

45 Gary Fencik, 23 Shaun Gayle 

27 Mike Richardson, 48 Reggie Phillips 
21 Leslie Frazier, 31 Ken Taylor 


Bears’ Specialists 


6 Kevin Butler 

8 Maury Buford 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 

4 Steve Fuller, 18 Mike Tomczak 
31 Ken Taylor, 85 Dennis McKinnon 
83 Willie Gault, 29 Dennis Gentry 
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Lions’ Defense 


79 William Gay, 66 Leon Evans 

62 Curtis Green, 68 Steve Baack 

77 Keith Ferguson, William Gay, 

59 Jimmy Williams, 96 June James 
57 Ken Fantetti, 97 Dan Bunz 

50 August Curley, 97 Dan Bunz 

92 Angelo King, 98 Vernon Maxwell 
27 Bobby Watkins, 42 John Bostic 
29 Bruce McNorton, 26 William Frizzell 
21 Demeirious Johnson, 35 Alvin Hall 
33 William Graham, 35 Alvin Hall 


Lions’ Offense 


39 Leonard Thompson, 82 Pete Mandley 
75 Lomas Brown, 71 Rich Strenger 
72 Chris Dieterich, 67 Don Greco 
52 Steve Mott, 65 Mark Stevenson 
70 Keith Dorney, 67 Don Greco, 

71 Rich Strenger, 70 Keith Dorney 
87 David Lewis, 84 Rob Rubick 

86 Mark Nichols, 82 Pete Mandley 
17 Eric Hipple, 12 Joe Ferguson 
24 Alvin Moore, 34 A.J. Jones 

30 James Jones, 32 Rick Kane 


Lions’ Specialists 


3 Eddie Murray, 11 Mike Black 
11 Mike Black, 3 Eddie Murray 
17 Eric Hipple, 11 Mike Black 
60 Tom Turnure, 63 Martin Moss 
60 Tom Turnure, 63 Martin Moss 
82 Pete Mandley, 35 Alvin Hall 
82 Pete Mandley, 35 Alvin Hall 
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QUARTERBACK ERIC HIPPLE has kept the Lions in playoff contention. (Photo courtesy 


You Will Never Forget. .. 


The Hunting, Food, Fun, Fellowship 


Quail, Pheasant, Dove, Duck, . 
Turkey, Deer, Bird Dogs, Guide, 
Clay Targets. Real Quality Hunting 
$95.00 a Day Sept.-April. 
Order Your Free Brochure 


WILDERNESS WEST LODGE 
1104 McDowell Rd., 
Jackson, Mississippi 39204 
(CO KYAE a 


Or After 5 p.m. 372-6820 
Dept. CB 


BEAR CRUISE! 


SAIL WITH CHICAGO BEAR PLAYERS 


DANHAMPTON WALTER PAYTON 
MIKE SINGLETARY REVIE SOREY 


FEBRUARY 22 — MARCH 1, 1986 
MEXICAN RIVIERA WITH PRINCESS CRUISES 


from $1,355 inclusive 
per person based on double occupancy 


Sail on a luxurious Princess Cruises “LOVE 
BOAT” with some of your favorite Bears players. 
Cruise the Mexican Riviera with stops at Puerto 
Vallarta, Mazatlan, and Cabo San Lucas: 
What’s included in your cruise. . . 

“Round Trip Air Fare (Chicago-Los Angeles-Chicago) 
* Airport Transfers in Los Angeles to the Pier 

*All Port Taxes 

* All Meals on Board 

AND AT NO EXTRA COST: 

*Souvenir Football per cabin 

*Lectures and Highlight Films by Bear players 
“Welcome bottle of Champagne in Cabin 
*Memorable Cruise Travel Bag 

*Private Party on Board with Bear players 


CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS, SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUPS OR INDIVIDUAL REQUESTS WELCOMED 


For complete details, please call or write Joe Antimuro at: 


THE TRAVEL AGENCY, Inc. 
101 North Wacker Drive, Suite 245 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 853-1073 


— 
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Detroit Lions 


Continued From Page 8 


the lead at 23-17 in the fourth quarter on a 80-yard 
interception return by LB Mike Douglass. However, 
the Lions didn’t quit. With 1:01 left to play, they tied 
the game at 23 on a 30-yard pass from reserve QB 
Joe Ferguson to WR Leonard Thompson, but Ed- 
die Murray shanked the ensuing extra point. In the 
final minute, the Packers drove 71 yards before Al 
Del Greco kicked the game-winning field goal (27 
yards) as time expired. 

“It’s very tough to win in this league, especially 
when you can’t make a conversion, when you can’t 
defend for one minute and when you let them take 
it down to kick a field goal. We seemed to go to 
sleep,”’ said Rogers. ’ 

BEFORE DETROIT STARTING quarterback Eric 
Hipple had to leave the game with a nagging knee 
injury, he had completed 19 of 30 passes for 221 


- yards. It brought his season total up to 2,663 yards, 


a career high. Hipple has sustained a rash of inju- 
ries this year and his status is uncertain for next Sun- 
day’s game with the Bears. 

The Lions also got a good performance out of full- 
back James Jones. He led all rushers with 104 yards 


— = 


SS . 


on 23 carries and now has 1,145 yards of total 
offense for the season. 

It is unfortunate Murray missed the extra point be- 
cause he has been having a fine season. He has 
connected on 25 of 29 field goals including 11 
straight. 

FREE AGENT WIDE receiver Carl Bland, who had © 
never caught a pass in the NFL, led all receivers with 
seven receptions for 109 yards. Jones caught 7 for 
43 while Thompson nabbed 4 for 88 yards. 

The defensive leaders for Detroit vs. the Packers 
were outside linebacker Angelo King (5 solo tack- 
les, 3 assists, 1 sack), inside linebacker Ken Fan- 
tetti (5 solo, 1 assist), inside linebacker August 
Curley (5 solo, 1 assist) and outside linebacker Jim- 
my Williams (5 solo, 1 assist). Cornerback Bobby 
Waitkins recorded the Lions’ lone interception and 
now leads the team with four. 

Even though the Lions will spend the holidays 
watching playoff games on television, they still plan 
to be motivated for next Suriday’s regular season 
finale vs. the Bears. The game, to be played at the 
Silverdome, is already sold out. 

“Playing the Bears had better be motivation 
enough for us,’’ said Ferguson. “If we’re profession- 
al, it will be.” 


+ 


DETROIT FULLBACK JAMES Jones is having the best season of his pro career. (Photo courtesy of the Detroit Lions) 


THE STOMACH ELIMINATOR™ 


For Travelers, Business Men and Women and Anyone 
Concerned with their Health and Good Looks 


I don’t know about you, but | travel a lot 10 Minutes a Day and Your Pot Belly Will 
and often it's simply not practical to go Gone! 

jogging or do exercise on the road. 
Worse, it often happens that you eat and 
drink too much while traveling. The result 
is Stomach flab. : 
to this problem. In Europe ‘ 1 
they have developed a 21 Ib. . 


A Portable Device 
exercise device you can Carry ">a 


That's our guarantee: If you're not satisfied 
with how it works for you, return it for full 
refund. There are seven simple exercises to 
do and you can do them almost anywhere: 
Ina hotel room, in your own home, etc. 
That's why | think the Stomach Eliminator 
feally is the answer for people who travel, 
who like to have good meals, but who 
don't want the pot belly that often 
comes as a result. 
OUR GUARANTEE: If this 
Product does not reduce your 
stomach significantly in 90 
days, return for full 
refund. 


Cecil C. Hoge, Jr. 


Recently, |'found the answer 


in your overnight bag. They “_ 
callit “NO STOMACH”. 1 
Designed specifically to 
eliminate all excess fat from 
your stomach, itisa 
stretching and exercise 
device made with three steel 
coil springs so you can adjust 
the level of workout you want. 


Please sendme___ Stomach 
Eliminator(s) at $24 postpaid each. Name 
Enclosed is a check/M.O. for Address 


City State. Zip. 
Harrison-Hoge Industries, Inc. 
Dept. CB61X, P.O. Box 944 
Smithtown, New York 11787 

Phone: (516) 724-8900 8:30 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m, M-F EST 


Charge my credit card: 
[1 Amex ©) Diners 0 Visa G.MC 
Card No. = 
Exp. Date 
Signatute.— = 2. ae 
N.Y. Residents please add sales tax. 


Your Will Should Be A Rebbection. . . 
of you ond the peeple oud values you cherish. 
Insure that your loved ones will receive the benefits you wish them to 
have and that your charitable deeds will continue in your memory 
through a bequest to Catholic Charities. 
For more information about the beneficial services of Catholic 


Charities your bequest will support, contact: 
(312) 236-5172 
76 


ext. 3 
Mention Chicago Bears 


CHARITIES 
126 North Desplaines St., Chicago, Illinois 60606 
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Manufacturer of Royai Bee 
wAccanee. Electric Retrieve Fishing Reels 
6 Volt —879.95 7 © G 703 Kihekah 
12 Volt — $84.95 f Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056 
KEN COOK SAYS: “The-Royal Bee 
offers MORE efficient use of time, 
and its quick retrieve gives me 
MORE casts which puts me in the 
strike zone MORE often. 


Order By Phone 
(918) 287-1044 


Put Beg in your Ree with he Royal Electric Retrieve 


Retrieve. 
Features: ePush button con- 
trol eGreater effici 
Rapid retrieve *One hand 
operation ¢More casts per 
minute *Light weight ¢Bat- 
tery powered, 6 or 12 volt 
Puts fun in your fishing 
©Optional features for the 
handicapped upon request ° 


Fishing Reels 


is ideally suited for those 
people with a disability that has denied them 
the pleasure of fishing. 


Doug’s Picks 


BRONCOS by FOUR over SEAWAWKS 


Denver may sneak into playoffs. 


GIANTS.by TEN over STEELERS 


New York smeils the playoff money. 


REDSKINS by SIX over CARDINALS 


Washington isn't dead yet. 


BEARS by SEVEN over LIONS 
A good way to prepare for piayoffs. 


SAINTS by SIX over FALCONS 


New Orleans looks better without Bum. 


DOLPHINS by TEN over BILLS 


An easy win. 


PATRIOTS by SIX over BENGALS 


New England is tough at home. 


JETS by SIX over BROWNS 


N.Y. will wake up. 


49ERS by SIX over COWBOYS 


Walsh will have his team ready. 


PACKERS by FIVE over BUCCANEERS 


Green Bay has come alive. 


COLTS by FOUR over OILERS 
The Snooze Bow!. 


VIKINGS by THREE over EAGLES 
Contracts are coming up. 


CHIEFS by THREE over CHARGERS 
Maybe Kansas City will get lucky- 


RAIDERS by THREE oven RAMS 
Raiders are deadly on Monday nights. 


Last week’s record; 7-6 vs. final line (53.8%) 
Actual winners: 9 out of 13 (69.2%) 

Season record: 98-117 vs. finai line (46.8%) 

Actual winners: 137 out of 209 (65.6%) 

NOTE: Doug makes his picks before the opening lines are 
announced. 


8” MAGNETI 
NEW Flexible BEARS MAGNASIGN is 
Changing the Way BEARS FANS 

Express Their Support! 

Chicago BEARS Team Logo 

Printed in Full Color on a Flexible 
Rubber Magnet. 

Stick a Couple on Your 

REFRIGERATOR! 


Looks Great on Car Doors on Game Day 
Sticks to Most Metal Surfaces 

Super for Booster Clubs 

Great Christmas Gifts 

Guaranteed for One Full Year or Your Money 
Back. Officially Licensed Product of the NFL 


SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
ORDER NOW! 


Mail Check or Money Order to: 
ALTERNATIVE DISTRIBUTORS 
6750 Glade Ave., Suite 203 BR 
Canoga Park, CA 91303 
Name 
Address 
City — 
State Zip. 
Other Teams Also Availabie - 
8” BEAR MAGNASIGN 85.00 seeds 
Totai Enclosed $. 


+ Postage & Handling $1.50 
$6.50 


; 
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Butler’s Kickoffs Only Special Teams Problem 


The Bears have played most of the 1985 season without 
really needing special teams, or so it seems. 

They won 13 of their first 14 games and none was closer 
than six points. Such dominance eliminated all nail-biting 
over last-second field goals or bobbled snaps or botched 
extra points or long punt returns. 

WILLIE GAULT RETURNED a kickoff 99 yards for a 
touchdown against the Washington Redskins, who led 
10-0 at the time. The run ignited the Bears to a 45-10 vic- 
tory. Without the kickoff return, it might have been only 
20 or 30 to 10. 

The Bears have been a team of considerable excess 
all season. Details do not appear to matter when you out- 
score your opponents 400-175 through 14 games. 

The Bears had 19 different players score, for heaven's 
sake. That whopping number, which must be an NFL 
record, included seven defensive players. 

AFTER 14 GAMES, 12 different players had rushed the 
football and 14 different players had.caught passes. Four 
had thrown passes. The Bears were second in the league 
in scoring and way ahead in scoring defense. They are 
held 10 of 14 opponents to no more than one touchdown. 

Special teams seemed more extra than special, serv- 
ing no more purpose than to provide a bit of relief for the 
offense and defense. 

That illusion was interrupted in their first loss, when the 
Dolphins blocked a punt and scored shortly thereafter. The 
Doiphins also scored a field goal after a 46-yard kickoff 
return and scored a touchdown after a failed onside kick. 
That's 17 points in a 14-point loss. 

The Bears are probably going to. need their special 
teams after all, especially during the playoffs in Soldier 
Field. Runaway victories are not so common when playoff 
money is on the line: 

SPECIAL TEAMS improvement will begin with the open- 
ing kickoff. Kevin Butler has admitted that laziness and 
a lack of concentration has contributed to some puzzling 
kickoffs. Against the Colts, Butler said the kickoffs were 

“obviously terrible.” 

Not so. obvious was the cause. Here was a,guy who beat 
out veteran Bob Thomas partly because of a younger, 
stronger leg capable of booming kickoffs into the end zone 


PLACEKICKER KEVIN BUTLER watches his 31-yard field goal attempt go through the 
gonl posts jast Saturday, (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


and beyond it, consistently. One of the big gripes against 
Thomas, fair or not, was his short kickoffs. After the Mia- 
mi and Indianapolis games, fans were ready to take 
Thomas’s short kickoffs. At least they got off the ground. 
At least they usually landed inside the 10-yard line, some 
beyond. - 

It turns out Butler's trouble stems from an odd twist of 
fate. He had to get used to kicking with a tee. When he 
arrived as a heralded rookie from Georgia, if you recall, 
the question was whether he could adjust to kicking 
without a tee. He adjusted so well his leg motion fit into 


Don 
Pierson 


a new groove. 

IN COLLEGE, KICKERS are aliowed to use tees for kick- 
offs and all field goals and extra points. In the pros, kick- 
ers are allowed to use tees only for kickoffs. Field goals 


and extra points must be kicked off the ground. Butler” 


worked so hard learning to kick off the ground that he for- 
got how to kick off a tee. 

The irony teed him off, of course. 

“| shouldn’t be having trouble with kickoffs,”’ he said. 
“| was worried about scoring points. That’s the most im- 
portant thing, not that kickoffs aren't very Sn poceTt But 
| took kickoffs as second nature.”’ 

NO MORE. ONE of the lessons of defeat was to show 


rad 
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THE OFFICIAL 


NFL GIFT CATALOG 


e AUTHENTIC JERSEYS ACTIVE WEAR 
e JACKETS eLADIES & YOUTH WEAR 
°CAPS eHELMETS *NOVELTIES 


More than 50 officially 
the full-color Official NFL Gift Catalog. 


TO GET YOUR COPY, SEND $1.00 TO: 


Butler how important his kickoffs are, The ‘‘onside’’ kick 
in Miami that led to the Dolphins’ final touchdown was not 
supposed to be a conventional onside kick, according to 
coach Mike Ditka. It was supposed to be lobbed to the 
30-yard line, where the Bears thought they had a chance 
to recover it. If they didn’t, they figured the Dolphins 


‘wouldn't get beyond their own 35. Instead, Butler mishit 


the ball and it rolled 10 yards like a conventional onside 
kick. Miami covered it at the Bears’ 45-yard line, and soon 
scored the clinching touchdown. 

“| provoked the call on,” said Butler. ‘It was a good 
call. | said, ‘Let’s do it,’ because it was there. | just want- 
ed to chip it over the front line. | mishit it and it cost seven 
points.”’ 

With the tee on kickoffs, Butler must adjust his kicking 
stroke so that he hits the ball on the same place on his 
foot as he would without the tee. If he fails to adjust, he 
hits the ball more on the top of his ankle than his foot. 

BUTLER HAS MISHIT his kickoffs so often since the 
start of training camp that trainer Fred Caito said he has 
bruised the extensor tendon of his right toe. Butler says 
the bruise is more on his lower shin. He insists it does not 
affect his placekicking because he doesn't mishit. His ac- 
curacy will attest to that, but every time he mishits a kick- 
off, he rebruises the bruise. 

“I’m just getting lazy and | picked up a bad habit, said 
Butler. ‘“‘When | kick off the ground, my body has to be 
two inches lower than what it would be kicking off a two- 
inch tee. To hit that same spot if you elevate it, you have 
to elevate your body somehow.” 

IT IS SIMILAR to a golf swing. 

“You can’t hit a drive like you do a chip shot,”’ said Bu- 
tler. ‘I’m just not concentrating as hard kicking off like | 
should be.” 

One reason is Butler is not used to playing football from 
July through January. Every rookie goes through the same 
adjustment. The mind takes a break after 11 or 12 weeks 
until it realizes the pro season is only half over. 

“| NEVER REALLY kicked this long,” Butler said. “But 
it's not any big problem.” 

Ditka doesn’t think so, either. He is making other 
Continued Page 14 
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Cumulative 
Statistics 


FIFTEEN-GAME TOTALS 


Total First Downs 
Total Net Yards 
Avg, Per Game 
Net Yards Rushing 
Avg. Per Game 
Net Yards Passing 
Avg. Per Game 
Penalties/Yds 
Fumbles/Ball Lost 
Touchdowns 


Score By Periods 
Bears Total 144-113 
Opp. Total 77 #827 


PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. 
J. McMahon 165 2198 
S. Fuller 53 


TD 
9 
1 
2 
4 
2 
1 
5 


D. McKinnon 
T. Wrightman 
K. Margerum 
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INTERCEPTIONS 
L. Frazier 
G. Fencik 


Player 

G., Fencik 

M. Singletary 
W. Marshall 
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Next Week’s Issue 


Next week’s issue of the BEAR REPORT will feature 
extensive coverage of the Bears’ regular season finale, 
which will be played against the Lions at the Pontiac Sil- 
verdome on Sunday, Dec. 22. 


Hotard Coaches Inc. 
Clean 
Restroom Equipped 
Air Conditioned Coaches 


Charter Service 
Coast to Coast 


506-944-0253 dept.cs 


2838 Touro St. 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


Bear Report Letters 
1271 W. Dundee Rd. 

Box 89E 

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 
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BEAR REPORT welcomes ail Letters to the Editor. Due 

to space limitations, it may be necessary to shorten let- 

| ters to fill the space available. BEAR REPORT does not 

\ necessarily agree with the views stated in the letters we 
receive. Unsigned letters will not be printed. 


Fan Feels Cheated 


Editor's Note: The following letter was sent to Neil Pilson, the 
director of sports for the CBS Television Network. 
Dear Mr. Pilson: 

This letter is in protest to your network decision to advertise 
that you were televising certain football games and then after view- 
ers are ‘‘hooked” into those games switching to other games. 

Most recent examples that have me and many of my friends 
and their friends very angry are the Chicago Bear/Detroit game, 
Sunday, November 10 and the Chicago Bear/Atlanta game on 
the 24th of November. In both instances CBS promoted the 
televising of these games in spot announcements during the 
week, ran full page ads in USA Today newspaper all in an attempt 
to capitalize on the current Chicago Bear popularity. 

With a brief one sentence announcement in each game dur- 
ing the middle of the third quarter, you switched to another game. 
In both instances, there was no further explanation, and during 
the remainder of that game you only made one reference to the 
score or as an update to what was happening in the Bear game. 

We feel we have been cheated. We tune in a particular game 
to watch the entire game regardless of the outcome. We are left 
with an empty feeling. By copy of this letter to the Florida office 
for Consumer Protection | am asking them to look into violation. 
of this state's ‘‘Bait and Switch" laws. If nothing else you cer- 
tainly are guilty of false advertising. We are also sending co- 
pies to the primary advertising sponsors and advising them that 
your continuing this practice and their continuing to advertise can 
only mean they condone such practices. 

Outraged Fan, 
Mer Rusch 
- ; Sarasota, FL 


Doesn’t Like ‘Closet Fans’ 


Dear Doug, 

| have to get something off my chest! Believe me, no one is 
happier than | am that the Bears are finally getting the credit and 
recognition they deserve. It's been a long time coming and, I'm 
sure, a real boost to the team. 

But where were all these “Closet Fans"' when tHe going was 
tougher? Now all you hear is the talk about how wonderful the 
Bears are from people who could only put them down during these 
last few building years, wearing bags over their heads and boo- 
ing at the games. To me a true fan is someone whois loyal through 
good and bad, who can recognize the building of something great 
which doesn’t happen overnight. 

I've been a Chicago Bear fan exclusively for several years. My 
Bear jerseys and sweatshirts are practically worn out from wash- 
ing and wearing proudly year around. I've got pictures of my 
daughters getting William Perry's autograph at training camp this 
Summer when most of the nation didn’t know who he was. | just 
wish there was a special badge or something for all of us people 
who have loved, supported and been proud of the Bears long 
before this much-deserved 1985 championship season. We knew 
it was coming and it’s no big surprise to us! 

Shari Korleski 
Brodhead, Wi 


NO BLISTERS... 


Ever. ..We Guarantee It! 


We wanted a running sock that really does something, that's 


why we started our own company. Doss Vaws 
Pres., Foster-Boyd 

Runique™ Socks have the high-tech 

qualities and performance to match all of 

your outdoor gear. The onily sock with proof 

of superiority. 

1, Unique Two-layer Design (thickness rival- 
ing ordinary single-layer socks) 

2. Moisture and Heat Transport 

3. “‘Wonderspun"' Yarns (patented by 
Leesona) 

4. Flat Toe Seam 


Special Christmas Price 
Anklets 3 Pr. 16.00, Footlets 3 Pr. 515,00, 
Crew 3 Pr, 822.50, Over The Calf 3 Pr. 
$24.50, no costforS & H 

Please specify size and quantity. Visa or 
MasterCard Accepted, For Credit Card Orders 
Call 800-392-8500 or in PA 800-342-9200 


215-297-5566 
Mechanicsville Rd. 
Carversville, PA 18913 
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A Shame To Lose 


Dear Doug, 

It's a shame that we had to lose a. game. It would have been 
great to go undefeated. That would have been nice, but it was 
not our primary mission beginning the year. Our No. 1 goal, as 
it is now, is to win the Super Bowl. With that loss to Miami we 
can now continue on. They may even get the chance to meet 
us again. If they do, they will pay for beating us. Ask Dallas, 
Washington and the 49ers: the Chicago Bears pay their debts. 
They owe something to Miami. 

Doug, if Walter doesn't get M.V.P. and Mike Ditka coach of 
the year, something should be done. 

Also, Doug, does the National Conference champions get to 
choose what color jerseys to wear in the Super Bow! this year? 
| hope so. | don’t know, maybe it’s just me, but | feel the Bears 
always seem stronger, quicker and meaner in their dark home 
uniforms. 

Rick Conti 
Medford, Mass. 

Editor's Note: We will check with the NFL office concerning the 
Super Bow! jerseys and will drop a note into one of our upcoming 
issues, 


Penalize Home Team 


Dear Doug: 

Why is it that the home team cannot be penalized for exces- 
sive crowd noise? One of our great ABC Monday nigh! announ- 
cers mentioned that the home team cannot be penalized but they 
didn't mention the exact rule. 

As for Joe Namath’s comment during his interview with Mike 
Adamle on the ABC 6:00 News regarding excellent teams, Joe 
had said that the “Bears likely can be an excellent team.” Joe, 
get your head out of the pantyhose. The Bears have already 
proven they are an excellent team! 

A comment was made on WGN and during the Miami game 
that Don Shula is the one who teaches (coaches) all of the referees 
for the NFL on how to do their job. If that is the case, it looks 
like Don has to go back to the drawing board. That was appar- 
ent due to the numerous uncalled penalties made by the Dolphins 
during the whole game. 

| think Steve Fuller is doing a great job! It's been a long time 
since the Bears have had two quarterbacks that can get the job 
done equally as well. 

Thanks for a great paper Doug! It’s nice to know that you're 
doing a great job for the Bears off the field as you did’on. | would 
appreciate your comment stating the ‘written’ rule about the 
crowd noise. If there isn’t one, | think there should be one five- 
yard penalty for each 30 seconds the visiting team has to wail. 
| would also like to know what Brian Baschnagel is doing these 
days. | haven't seen'his name come up on your injured reserve 
list lately. Is he able to play? 

Deb: Nelson 
A Hanover Park, IL 

Editor's Note: It is ourunderstanding there is a rule which states 
the home team can be penalized five yards for delay of game if 
that said team does not make an attempt to quiet the crowd. If 
the penalty is ever called, there will probably be a riot in the stands 
so don't count on it ever being enforced. Don Shula is a mem- 
ber of the NFL Competition Committee. He does not “train’’ offi- 
cials. . . Brian Baschnagel has fully recovered fram a knee injury 
he sustained during training camp, but he remains on the injured- 
reserve list. He works out with the team on a daily basis, and is 
ready to play if activated, 


Tough Times After Loss 


Dear Editor: 


Woe is me. Those who read the BEAR REPORT Letters know 
| have been praising Buddy Ryan’s defense and been somewhat 
less than lavish in dealing out praise for the offense. Miami's 
Mark’s brothers made the Bear secondary look like a bunch of 
Keystone Kops. Living in the heart of Dolphin country, and be- 
ing there after the game, | dread going out of my apartment. The 
insults | drew from my fellow Bear fans were mild in comparison 
to the verbal barrage | have to face today. 

| complimented Dave Duerson several times in the past. That 
was before he met Clayton, Duper and Moore. Talk about a guy 
being confused. Of course, he had plenty of company. The offen- 
sive line had an excuse. The crowd noise negated any chance 
the Bear QB's had of calling an audible. Payton as usual was 
great. Fuller's lack of arm strength hurts. McMahon was as rusty 
as an old gate. 

No doubt the Bears were on Cloud 9 reading the country-wide 
press reports. The publicity, making commercials, signing auto- 
graphs, no doubt took their minds off what their job really is, play- 
ing football. Supermen they are not. They can't just slip into their 
suits and zap the enemy. Maybe this defeat was a blessing in 
disguise. The hoopia will die. down. The players will realize they 
are mortal. They got their butts kicked so let's ge back to work. 
That's W-O-R-K. 

Nate Lehrmann 
Miami Beach, FL 


Payton Is Overshadowed 


Dear Doug, 

With all the attention being heaped on William Perry, ihe great 
accomplishments of Walter Payton have been all but forgotten. 
It's a travesty that such a legend as Payion is being overshadowed 
by what will probably be a short-lived side show. | read a brilliant 
article a few years ago in which the writers reminded us that we 
seem to remember those athletes who rise to stardom and then 
fall, but Payton's star rose one day and has been suspended evel 
since 

Take a look at just a few of the things. Waiter has done this 
year: set NFL record with ninth season of 1,000-pius vards: sel 
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Dennis Gentry Enjoys Proving Skeptics Wrong 


There was a time when Dennis Gentry wondered 
whether or not his size would hinder him from playing foot- 
ball but now, in the midst of his fourth National Football 
League season, he’s becoming a better believer inhis 
abilities. 

Despite his being a high school star in the northeast 
Texas city of Lubbock, only Baylor University offered him 
a scholarship. Texas Tech encouraged Gentry to try to 
make its feam as a walk-on, but he chose to take the sure 
ride at Baylor. 

BAYLOR WAS INTERESTED in him primarily for kick 
returns andipunt returns, but things workedout better than 
that. He became:a three-year starter at running back (and 
the recipient of All-American mention) while being paired 
with Walter Abercrombie in the backfield. 

As a blocker for the future number-one choice of the 
Steelers, Gentry sprung Abercrombie on many a long run 
with jarring blocks. The 5-8, 173-pounder was afraid of no- 
body. But Abercrombie, of course, got the lion's share of 
publicity, 

The other team’s defense keyed on Abercrombie all 
the'time,"’ Gentry says. “He carried the ball about 15, 20 


By 
Michael 
Haggerty 


times.a game. | carried the ball about 9, 10 times a game. 
He'd have about 100 yards and I’d have about 60 or 70.” 

THAT WASN’T ALWAYS true. Gentry enjoyed a num- 
ber of 100-yard-plus games, including a 114-yard perfor- 
mance against Texas Tech, the school that had wanted 
him only as.a walk-on. His top individual effort came as 
a junior when he ran for 130 yards — including touch- 
downs of 64 and 16 yards — in a 16-0 shutout of Texas. 

He was durable, too. He missed just one game for Bay- 
lor (which also has the team nickname of ‘‘Bears’’) be- 
cause of a dislocated shoulder. The climax of-his junior 
season was Baylor's going to the Cotton Bowl as South- 
west Conference champion. 

That's when Gentry, who had NFL aspirations, started 
getting some notoriety. ‘Up until then, playing with Aber- 
crombie, he was getting most of the attention,’ Gentry 
remembers, ‘‘no matter what | was sini i teak back 
there with him in the backfield. 

“THAT BOTHERED ME — his getting so much atten- 
tion — but then again it didn’t because | knew that there 
were some pro scouts out there somewhere watching me. 
And anybody who's into football knows that for Abercrom- 
bie to have a great game, well. . . you know, there has to 
be other guys on that team out there contributing as Well.” 

The second-best rusher (behind Abercrombie) in Bay- 
lor history, Gentry played in the Senior Bowl and pro scouts 
interested in Abercrombie were advised by Baylor coaches 
to not rule out Gentry when it came time to make out their 
draft lists. 

The Bears, of course, chose him on the fourth round. 
He was the 98th player taken. Again there were many who 
thought his size was against him but Gentry (nicknamed 
“Pint Size” by his Chicago teammates) is now a four-year 
NFL veteran, so he must be doing something right. 

HIS POSITION COACH with the Bears, Johnny Roland, 
cites Gentry’s quickness and toughness as two of the rea- 
sons he's made it this far in the pros. 

“Dennis has great quickness, especially initial quick- 
ness,'’ states Roland. ‘‘And despite his size, he’s a tough 
little guy. if he’s knocked down, he’ll get back up and get 
after you again. 

‘Dennis’ problem is that he’s so hyper; he wants to do 
everything so fast. He needs to slow down a little bit. 
Sometimes he'll get a little lackadaisical in catching the 
ball because he wants to sidesaddle everything, but I’m 
working with him on his concentration. 

“ANYBODY WHO PLAYS behind Walter Payton, of 
course, is not going to have much of an opportunity to play 
in the regular offense, but we can utilize his abilities in 
other areas. We're starting to use his quickness a little 
more now in the passing game, especially when we're go- 
ing against a nickel defense. He can get away from that 
linebacker, that defensive back who'll chuck him. 

“When he’s playing on special teams,” Roland adds, 
‘‘Dennis takes on the big guys. He can hold his own. And 


DENNIS GENTRY FIGHTS off a Jet on a kickoff return. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


he’s really blessed with speed.”’ 

These days Gentry’s self-confidence has picked up and 
he’ll be taking dead aim at Payton’s spot after the cinch 
Hall-of-Famer retires. He knows that there are those who'll 
take a look at his size and again pooh-pooh his chances. 

HE ALSO KNOWS that his improvement since joining 
the Bears has been tremendous and that fuels his burn- 
ing desire to succeed Payton. 


“After all,’’ Gentry vows, it doesn’t really matter what 
your size is. What really matters is whether or not you can 
get the job done. All | can do is go out there and execute 
to the best of my ability.”’ 

And, for much of his career, Dennis Gentry has been 
able to prove that his best was, in fact, more than good 
enough. 


Bareboat Virgins 


*Cruise in a boat that really sails 
*Choose the size that is right for 
ey Save money for even more 
Terminate your flight in St. 
Thomas — compare bareboat 
rales and gain even 10% more 
by provisioning yourself. Shop 


PLAYOFFS 


Going to Soldiers’ 


o reo VERY’ Ss Field for the 
Siceeieseea ceo Playoffs? BRRRR 


business in 1963. We have now 
sent out more than 4,000 weeks of 
charters. Our concept has not 
changed since the shale We 
cater to the independent, e: 
perienced yachtsman who wants 
to cruise in a well-equipped yacht 
of the size and ype he wants. Our 
fleet consists of the full PEARSON 
line, from 26 to 42 feet. Some are 
race-equipped, some are brand 
new, all are staunch, seriote 


Send for info on 
proven method of 
keeping warm till the 
game’s over. Send 
$5.00 and a self- 
addressed stamped 
envelope to: 


V. Carey, P.O. 
Box 2023 
Arlington Hts., IL 
60006. Order for 
a friend, also. 


Meter, P-35, P-36 Cutter, P-386. 
Contact Marianne Avery, Charter Manager 


Avery's Boathenses, Suc. 


P.O. Box 5248-Dept. CB 
St. Thomas, U.S. 
Virgin Islands 00801 


Phone 809-776-0113 day 
or 775-2773 night 


THE RANGE HOUSE 


Bow & Gun Season for plentiful Alabama 
Whitetail. Home style lodging & food. Good 
stands: Field transport. Season open till January 
31, 1986. Call for info. 
Call - S. Davis, Fairfield Plantation 
HOLY TRINITY, ALABAMA 36859 


(205) 855-3365, Dept. CB 


Trails North 
Guided Alaska 
Sled Dog Expedition 


*Folk-Heart’ 


Designs, Inc. 
"1986 In Cross-Stitch” Calendar 
3rd in a series, full color every page, chock full 
of old Americana, a proverb for every day, 
Country designs with graphs $7.98 + $1.00 


P&H. 
P.O. Box 20781 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35216 
Phone (205) 979-9619 


Learn to MUSH! 


Drive a team over the trails of the scenic Kenai 
Peninsula. 7 days of Alaskan hospitality. Write 
or phone for information and reservations. 
P.O. Box 923 
SEWARD, ALASKA 99664 
(907) 224-3587 
Mention The Chicago Bears 


1986 In Cross-Stitch 


FLORIDA 
investment Properties 
¢Retirement Home ACLF from 72 
to 665 beds *Mobile Home & RV 
Parks from 20 to 300 spaces 
*Shopping Centers (smilg) 
*Apartment Complexes (sm/lg) 
eCitrus Groves, 20 acres up 
eRanch & Farm land avail. 
eDevelopment properties 5 to 
5,000 acres elndustrial Parks & 
development sites available 
«Investment & Business opportu- 


J.W. Elwood 
Supply Co., 


nities. Let us know your needs. 
LOTS-CUSTOM 
HOMES-HOMES 


Rice Realty 


Contact us for all your real estate 
needs 
2436 S.E. Lakeview Drive 
SEABRING, FLORIDA 33870 
(813) 385-1441 
24 Hours 
Dept. CB 


FREE CATALOG 
*Huge Selection Finest Quality 
Same Day Shipment. Taxidermy 
Supplies 


Dept. CB 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68102 
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Bears Win 


Continued From Page 3 


third quarter, the Jets began their next scoring drive at 
the Chicago 38. They actually were held to zero yards on 
three plays but still got three points when Leahy connect- 
ed on a wind-aided 55-yard field goal. 

‘| WAS TRYING TO compensate for the wind and over- 
kicked it,’’ said Buford concerning his bad punt. *'! over- 
Strided and hit it bad. As a result, you don’t get a very good 
kick.”’ ; 

The Bears bounced back on the ensuing drive which 
culminated in a 31-yard field goal by Butler. The key play 
of the 68-yard, five-play series was a 65-yard pass from 
McMahon to Payton. Sweetness caught the ball at the 
Bear 33 and raced all the way down to the Jets’ 15 before 
cornerback Kerry Glenn caught him from behind. 

“| don’t even know how the play developed,’’ Payton 
said. ‘‘It was a swing pass and it gained a lot of yards.”’ 

“IT WAS JUST a man-to-man play,” Ditka said. ‘‘The 
inside linebacker has got to cover him. If he misses him, 
it’s a big play.” 

For the remainder of the third quarter, O’Brien was 
mauled by the Bear defense. Dent sacked him twice and 
forced O’Brien to fumble each time. The first one was reco- 
vered by DT William Perry at the New York 37. The Fridge 
picked up the loose ball and raced seven yards before be- 
ing gang-tackled. The second fumble was recovered by 
Wilson at the Jet 25. 

The Bears went backwards after the first fumble recov- 
ery and had to punt. The second fumble recovery also 
turned into a wasted opportunity for the offense when Pay- 
ton was stopped on fourth-and-two at the New York 17. 
Ditka passed up a field goal opportunity because of the 
weather. 

“KEVIN TOLD ME there was no way he could kick into 
that stuff,” Ditka said. 

The Bear defense continued to dominate in the fourth 
quarter and the Jets never got further than the Bear 39. 
Meanwhile, Butler added two more field goals before the 
final gun sounded. The first one, with 3:41 left, came from 
36 yards out. And the final three-pointer, with 17 seconds 
to go, came from 21 yards out. 

McMahon couldn't believe his team won a game in 
which it scored just one touchdown. 

““WE KNEW WE’D HAVE to score more than one touch- 
down because of their explosive offense. We're lucky our 
defense had a great day,’’ McMahon said. 


Pete Rose 4,192 Commemora- 
tive Watch. Great looking collec- 


Windmill Restaurant tors item! $14.95 or 2 for $24.95. 


& Lounge 
Specializing in: Roast Duck, Meat & Cheese 
Dumplings. Kugulis. Complete Luncheon & 
Dinner Specials Daily. Open 7 Days 11 am.-10 
p.m, Banquet Hall Available for up to 300 Peo- 
ple. For Private Parties, Meetings, Weddings 
& All Other Occasions. 

Ph: (312) 780-7116 
§051 W. Ogden 
CICERO, ILLINOIS 60650 
“A Free Glass of Wine on next Lunch 
with this Ad* 


North Country 
Lodge & Cabins 


ee aa 
-.f 


First 500 orders receive free 
baseball card of Pete. Attention 


Bear fans, Refrigerator T-shirts 
$9.95 Order Now! MC/Visa, 
Sports Collectibles 


Box 2913, Dept. CB 
KOKOMO, INDIANA 46902 
317-453-4573 


Idaho ist National 
Bank Trust Division 


Attention Buyers 
Reduced Price 
Hidden Paradise Ranch 
1/500th interest in 4,000 acres of 
recreational ranch. Fairfield, Idaho. 9 
hole golf-course, private cabins, lodge, 
swimming pool, horseback riding. Fish- 
Ing, Snow sports, complete year round 
use. Asking $25,000 
P.O. Box 7928 
BOISE, IDAHO 83707 
Call: 1-208-383-7175 
Mention The Chicago Bears! 


Superb Trout Fishing. Huntiig, Fishing, Snow- 
mobiling, Water Sports, Relaxing, For the Best 
Vacation of Your Life. Waterfront Housekeep- 
ing. Cabins in a Beautiful Wildemess Area 
Open Year Round on Back Lake 
- (603) 538-6521 
RFD 1 Box 117 
PITTSBURG, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03592 


Northern Italian Cuisine 


Featuring the Cooking of Northern Italy 
Intimate Dining & Cocktail Lounge, 
Summertime Outdoor Cafe, Private 
Banquet Rooms 10-50, Delectable 
Homemade Specialties 
_ Open For Lunch Mon.-Fri., 
Dinner Mon.-Sat., Closed Sunday 


| 312-348-0111 


Major Cards Accepted 


1418 W. Fullerton, Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago Tribune - Top 9 Italian Restaurants in Chicago 


SlEfans 


Northern Inatian 
CUISINE 


“I'm just glad we beat a good team,” said Ditka. ‘‘This 
is a quality team that’s going to the playoffs and we're 
happy.” 

The Bears will close out the regular season next Sun- 
day against the Lions at the Pontiac Silverdome. Even 
though the Bears have defeated the Lions three consecu- 
tive times, the contest will be a stiff challenge because 
the Lions are 6-1 at home this year. 

“We can’t let them make the big plays because their 
fans will go crazy and we won’t be able to hear anything,” 
Dent said. 

GAME NOTES: The Bears’ 14 victories tie the 1972 Miami 
Dolphins for the second-most regular season wins in NFL his- 
tory. The 1985 49ers (15-1) hold the record. ... This was the 
Jets’ first loss at home this season (6-0 coming in) and it was 
New York's first game without a touchdown since opening 
day (31-0 win by Raiders).... Dave Jennings’ third punt of 
the game was the 1,000th of his NFL career. Only two other 
punters (John James and Jerrell Wilson) have ever crossed 
the 1,000-punt mark. ... Pat Leahy’s 55-yard field goal was 
the longest in Jets’ history.... Over 400 press credentials 
were issued for the game, the most ever for a Jets’ regular 
season contest.... The Bears continue to dominate oppo- 
nents in time of possession. They had the ball for 19 more 
minutes than the Jets (39:36 to 20:24). The Bears have held 
an advantage in time of possession in 38 of their last 39 
games. ... The Bears have won 22 of the last 26 games Jim 
McMahon has started.... They have outrushed 34 of their 
last 37 opponents and have outrushed and outgained 14 of 
their 15 opponents this year. ... The Bears have won 22 of 
their last 26 on artificial turf and 8 of their last 10 road 
games.... Since 1984, the Bears are 20-1 when leading at 
the half... .. The Bears’ defense has aliowed just 27 points 
in the second half of the last 12 games. ... The Bears had 
led going into the fourth quarter in 13 of their 14 wins this 
season.... LB Wilber Marshall (flu) and DT Dan Hampton 
(knee, flu) did not start because they did not practice last week 
but both of them played in most of the game. Cliff Thrift start- 
ed for Marshall and Mike Hartenstine filled in for Hampton. 
‘That was my form of punishment,” Ditka joked. “‘Hampton 
didn’t practice all week and played like a wild man.” 


Kickoffs 


Continued From Page 11 

changes in the kickoff coverage teams to help Butler out. 
He put William Perry”back on the team against the Colts, 
but substituted Tim Wrightman for Perry against the Jets. 

“We have lots of light guys running down who get 
bumped out of their lanes,” said Ditka. 

PERRY SOLVED THAT problem. Wrightman was the 
leading tackler on kickoff coverage until Ditka rested him 
for more work at tight end. In the playoffs, linebacker Otis 
Wilson might be added to the coverage team. 

“He wants to,” said Ditka. 

In the playoffs, special teams become exactly that. 


— - 
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QUARTERBACK JIM McMAHON gets the pass away 
despite the presence of linebacker Bob Crable. (Bear Report 
photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Team Photo Update 


All BEAR REPORT subscribers who ordered under the 
terms of the FREE PHOTO OFFER will receive their Bears’ 
four-color team photos in a few weeks. There has been 
a slight delay in the processing of the team photos due 
to the mass amount of subscription orders the BEAR 
REPORT has received in recent weeks. 


- 


MEMBERS OF THE New York defense put up a brick wall in front of Walter Payton. (Bear Report phote by Jonathan 


Daniel) 
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More Letters 


Continued From Page 12 


Last Minute 
~ Christmas | 
Giff ldea 


NFL record with eighth consecutive 100-plus yard games (at Mi- 
ami); is on his way to the third consecutive season of having 
2,000-plus yards from scrimmage (another NFL record); needs 
only three more rushing TD's to give him 100 for his career: is 
leading the Bears in receiving for the third consecutive year; is 
seven receptions behind Tony Galbreath for the NFL record of 
mosi receptions by a running back; and needs only 26 yards in 
this year’s Pro Bowl to pass O.J. Simpson for the most rushing 
yards in:the games’ history. 

Now, what has Perry done this year? Scored a couple touch- 
downs, made a few blocks, made a couple tackles, and brought 
his weight down to 315 pounds. It seems rather ridiculous even 
comparing the two. Perry has brought a lot of fun to the game 
and't’m all for that, but not if itis going to in some way overshadow 
the accomplishments of Payton. The simple fact that coach Dit- 
ka lets Perry score down on the goal line is upsetting. They let 
Walter rack his body up running over and around 11 guys for'80 
yards, and instead of letting him cap it off with a TD and a little 
glory, they bring in some overweight defensive lineman. It's not 
surprising though, the situation on the goal line is similar to the 


last six or seven years. The Bears bring the ball down to the two 
or three and decide everyone must be looking for Payton, as if The BEAR REPORT 
the defense didn’t think to look for him back at the 40. So they makes a very merry 


fet the quarterback sneak it in or let the fullback fall on his face 
into the end zone. This is ridiculous. Look at the Rams with Dick- 
erson or the Redskins with Riggins; everyone knows they're go- 
ing to the ball, the coach still gives it to them, and they always 
score. The Bears have the greatest player in NFL history and they 
don't have the faith in him to go two or three yards. 

Years from now, when we look back on this time, no one will 
be able to take Payton’s achievements away from him. No one 
will be able to say that he left the football field without giving his 
maximum effort, and, unfortunately, no one will be able to say 
that Walter Payton got the recognition and media coverage that 
was deserved of him. 


Christmas gift. . . 


especially at 4.7% OFF 
the newsstand price! 


Just $16.95 gets you and/or a friend 
26 issues of the BEAR REPORT plus 
a card announcing your gift. That’s a 
47% savings over the regular newss- 
tand price of $32.50! 


Tim Gill 
Pittsburg, KS Bear fans will think of you every week 
. when they receive their latest issue of 
Gentlemen: 


lm somewhat disappointed in your BEAR REPORT. It has not But hurry, it’s a limited time offer. 
progressed with the Bear team, but it has gone backward. 

You used to give, several times a year, a full page of all the 
NFL games which have been played, and those to be played. 
lguess you don't have room for this extra fan information any- 
more because of your increased advertising. ° 

‘Aliso, it would be‘nice to ‘have the team standings shown'each 
week. You could make it 20 or 24 pages and give the fans alittle 
more. 

Vm sure this extra would come back to you in increased sales. 
It works that way — the more you give the public, the more they 
will buy. y 

! look forward to receiving your paper éach week and enjoy 
reading it, More power to you. 


Sincerely, 
Nathaniel Warner 
Elgin, IL 


Great Moves, Mike! 


OFFER EXPIRES 
DECEMBER 24,1985 


Dear Editor: 

Congratulations to.coach Ditka on some moves he has made: 
this year: 

1) Keeping Kevin Butler. He’s All-Pro. Thomas is having a hor- 
rible year. So would the Bears if he were there in Chicago. 

2) Taking Mike Hartenstine out of the lineup. He was fot produc- 
ing this year. 

3) Best move of the year moving Hampton to end and putting 
Perry in. the lineup. 

4) Playing Calvin Thomas more. 
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DOUG BUFFONE’S BEAR REPORT 
412 MARKET ST. e SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590 


YES! I'll take advantage of your special Christmas offer for gift 
subscriptions to the BEAR REPORT at just $16.95 per year. Please 
send to the following: 


Ray Anderson 
Lexington, Miss. 
P.S. Please throw deep more to Gault. 


' 


- Name 
Where’s Injury information? preme 
Dear Editor; Address Address 
| think it stinks that | pay $20.00 yearly for the BEAR REPORT 
and am not kept informed about injuries to players. Jim McMa- City City 
hon has been out three weeks and his injury is still a mystery. L 
The Nov. 29th issue does not address McMahon's status at all State Zip Statey == ee ID 
for the upcoming Miami game. Being an avid Bear fan for the 
— a rect saa in depth, are very important to Thisisa Thisisa 
you don’t think McMahon's status is important to your read- 1 inhi ss h ription _} Renewa 
aia AecBtbink Seaiein thon. ~] New Subscription (_) Renewal |) New Subscrip 
S. Weis : 
Dubuque, 1A (_] 1-year (26 issues) for only $16.95, a 48% [} 2-years (52 issues) for only $33.90, a 
uque, y ’ 
Editor's Note: At the time the issue went to press, McMahon's SAVINGS over the newsstand price of - 48% SAVINGS over the newsstand 
status was still ‘‘out indefinitely.’ There had been no change from $32.50. price of $65.00 


the previous week. He still had not even started to practice. The 
Monday before the Miami game, he told reporters he would not 
be able to throw that week, and it appeared he may miss the re- 
mainder of the regular season. By Wednesday, he started to throw 
the bail and his status was upgraded. As you know by now, he 
played vs. the Dolphins and appears to be healthy. Anything we 
would have printed in that issue concerning McMahon's status 
would have been inaccurate. We try to print the most accurate 
updates concerning injuries, but can only go with what informa- 
tion is-available at the time we go to press, which is usually Mon- 
day mornings. 


(1 | endorse payment in the amount of 
{) Charge my credit card {| Master Charge (| Visa 
(3) Card No. Exp. Date 


| wish my gift cards to be signed 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy. 


